
RUSE QDON’T USE
Person who uses drugs Drug user

Person with non-problematic  
drug use

Recreational, casual, or  
experimental users

Person with drug dependence, 
person with problematic drug use, 
person with substance use disorder;
person who uses drugs (when use is 
not problematic)

Addict; drug/substance abuser; junk-
ie; dope head, pothead, smack head, 
crackhead etc.; druggie; stoner

Substance use disorder;  
problematic drug use

Drug habit

Has a X use disorder Addicted to X

Abstinent;  
person who has stopped using drugs 

Clean

Actively uses drugs; 
positive for substance use

Dirty (as in “dirty screen”)

Respond, program, address, manage Fight, counter, combat drugs and 
other combatant language

Safe consumption facility Fix rooms

Person in recovery,  
person in long-term recovery

Former addicts; reformed addict

Person who injects drugs Injecting drug user

Opioid substitution therapy Opioid replacement therapy
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