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Launch of the new report by the Global Commission on Drug Policy
Regulationg the responsible contralf drugs

(Mexico City, 24 September 2018) The Global Commission on Drug Policy today releases its new report,
Regulation: The Responsible Control of Drugs at a public event in Mexico City. This report examines in
detail how governments can take control of currently illegal drug markets through responsible
regulation, thereby weakening criminal organizations that now profit from them.

This new report provides a practical roadmap that tackles the real implications and recognizes
the difficulties of transitioning from illegal to legally regulated drug markets. It offers concrete
answers regarding the organizational capacity of state institutions to regulate and control a legal
market of potentially dangerous products. It highlights the challenges facing impoverished
populations that constitute the “working class” of the illegal drug markets. It offers possible ways
forward to deal with the risks inherent to the resilience of organized crime. Finally, this report
calls for reform of the prohibition-based international drug control system, which is
compromising a universal and holistic approach to the “drug problem”.

“This report provides a coherent account of what the legal regulation of drugs can look like in a
real-life context, based on scientific evidence and current regulatory frameworks for legal
substances,” says Ruth Dreifuss, Chair of the Global Commission on Drug Policy and former
President of Switzerland. “It draws particular attention to the risks associated with over-
commercialization and the need to learn from past mistakes in regulating alcohol, tobacco and
prescription opioids.”

The Global Commission on Drug Policy recommends that policymakers open local and national
participatory processes to shape the reforms and collect evidence on the legal regulation of
drugs. Furthermore, the Commission recommends that such reforms should be incremental,
starting with pilot projects for the regulation of lower potency substances.
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Other quotes from members of the Global Commission on Drug Policy:

“Given the manifest difficulties and costs of eradication efforts, and in light of a well-established
and growing demand for drugs and the existence of drug markets to meet that demand, a
pragmatic reality is that even imperfect or partial regulation of existing markets is better than
none whatsoever.”

César Gaviria, former President of Colombia

“It is in countries, regions or cities already plagued by poverty and fragile institutions, or even
violent conflict, that organized crime engaged in drug trafficking has the worst impact on
societies. To reverse this, we need to stop considering regulation, organized crime and wider
social and economic development as isolated issues, and instead think about how to address
them coherently.”

Olusegun Obasanjo, former President of Nigeria, Chair of the West Africa Commission
on Drugs

“A demand for drugs exists, and if it is not satisfied through legal ways it will be satisfied by the
illegal market. Prohibition has allowed criminal organizations to control the whole chain of
drugs. Every region in the world suffers: from violence induced by turf wars over production
areas and transit routes, from corruption and connivance of state institutions, and from
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laundering of drug money, which damages the legal economy and the functioning of
democratic institutions.”

Ruth Dreifuss, Chair of the Global Commission on Drug Policy and former President of
Switzerland

“Drugs should be regulated not because they are safe, but precisely because they are risky.
However risky a drug may be on its own, its risks invariably increase, sometimes dramatically,
when it is produced, sold and consumed in an unregulated criminal environment.”

José Ramos-Horta, former President of Timor-Leste

“The international drug control system has failed to achieve its own objectives in terms of the
supply of and demand for drugs. It needs to adapt quickly to the reality that an increasing
number of member states are calling for or have already implemented reforms which are
incompatible with the framework it established. The gap which has developed between the
expectations created by that framework and the reality on the ground needs to be faced up to.
A new system is urgently needed which will support countries to implement effective drug
policies.”

Helen Clark, former Prime Minister of New Zealand and former Administrator of the

United Nations Development Programme

“Regulation and management of risky products and behaviors is a key function of government
authorities across the world. It is the norm in almost all areas of policy and law — except drug
policy. However, the usual range of regulatory tools — price, potency, packaging and preparation
of products, licensing, sales location and opening hours, along with the marketing, advertising,
branding and promotion of drugs — remain unavailable as long as the markets remain in criminal
hands.”

Javier Solana, former European Union High Representative for the Common Foreign and
Security Policy

“Over 250 million people around the world are taking risks by consuming currently illegal drugs.
Accepting this reality and putting in place an effective regulatory strategy to manage it is neither
admitting defeat nor condoning drug use. It is part of a responsible, evidence-based approach
that deals with the world as it is.”

Michel Kazatchkine, former Executive Director of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria

“As the transition to legally regulated drug markets continues, low-level farmers will need to
establish alternative livelihoods or make the transition to producing for the legal economy.
Regulation can therefore be seen as furthering sustainable development goals, and a natural
extension of the “shared responsibility” concept that historically sought to balance supply
reduction in primary producer regions with demand reduction in primary consumer regions in
developed economies.”

Anand Grover, former UN Special Rapporteur on the right to health
“The precise contours of regulation models will need to be shaped by, and sensitive to, local

economic, political and cultural environments. Different drugs and preparations will also require
different approaches. It will also be essential to balance the profound tensions between the



interests of public health (to moderate risky drug use and minimize health harms) and of
commercial entities selling drugs (to maximize sales and profits).”

Maria Cattaui, former Secretary-General of the International Chamber of Commerce

Notes to Editors

The Global Commission on Drug Policy was established in 2011 by political leaders, cultural
figures, and globally influential personalities from the financial and business sectors. The
Commission currently comprises 22 members, including 12 former Heads of States or
Government and two Nobel Prize laureates. Its mission is to promote evidence-based drug
policy reforms at international, national and regional levels. These reforms must promote public
health, social integration and safety goals, with a strict regard for human rights.

The Global Commission on Drug Policy has issued seven reports, beginning in 2011 with War on
Drugs, which details the extent of the failure and damage of five decades of prohibition and
punitive measures. In 2014, Taking Control: Pathways to Drug Policies that Work emphasized
public health approaches, alternatives to incarceration, and decriminalization, as well as calling
for the legal regulation of psychoactive substances. In 2016, Advancing Drug Policy Reform: a
new approach to decriminalization examined in more depth the benefits of decriminalization
and calls for an end to all civil and criminal penalties for drug consumption and possession for
personal use. The Global Commission’s 2017 report, The World Drug PERCEPTION Problem —
Countering prejudices about people who use drugs, analyzed the most common perceptions
and fears surrounding drugs, contrasting them with available evidence on drugs and the people
who use them.

Three other reports by the Global Commission on Drug Policy are more focused on how
prohibitive drug control negatively impacts public health issues: HIV/AIDS (How the
Criminalization of Drug Use Fuels the Global Pandemic, 2012), Hepatitis C (The Hidden Hepatitis
C Epidemic, 2013) and creates barriers for access to essential medicines for pain and palliative
care in countries around the world where they are desperately needed (The Global Crisis of
Avoidable Pain, 2015).

In October 2017, the Global Commission released a Position Paper on the Opioid Crisis in North
America, offering recommendations on how to mitigate the unprecedented overdose epidemic
in the US and Canada. In September 2018, the Global Commission published a second position
paper on Drug Policy and the Sustainable Development Agenda.

Twitter: @globalcdp

Facebook: www.facebook.com/globalcommissionondrugs
Linkedin: www.linkedin.com/company/gcdp

Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/DrugsandDemocracy
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