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PRESS RELEASE

THE GLOBAL COMMISSION
WELCOMES DR. GEOFF GALLOP AS

NEW MEMBER



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(Geneva, 22 July 2019)

The members of the Global Commission on Drug Policy are delighted to welcome as new
member Dr. Geoff Gallop, Former Premier of Western Australia.

Emeritus Professor Geoff Gallop is a leading Australian academic, politician and advocate.
He was the 27" Premier of Western Australia (2001-2006), where he decriminalized
cannabis possession for personal use in 2004, and is a powerful supporter of mental
wellbeing and of the elimination of stigma.

Commenting his membership to the Global Commission, Dr. Gallop said, “l am humbled
to join the Global Commission, and will take this opportunity to highlight, globally, drug
policy successes and failures in Australia. We have seen how policy can produce good
results when informed by a human-centered, pragmatic approach.”

He added that “Australia has taken new approaches to tackling drugs, adopting harm
reduction measures and different treatment options for problematic use in the last thirty
years. Yet it is also important that Australia learns now from the experiences of other
countries. There are jurisdictions that had moved to decriminalize personal drug use, to
prioritize health and rights, or even to legally regulate some substances, and they have not
experienced the subsequent expansion in drug use that was predicted by opponents. This
is the evidence and experience | hope to share at home and overseas in my new role as
Global Commissioner.”

Ruth Dreifuss, Chair of the Global Commission and former President of Switzerland stated
“the members of the Global Commission hold in high regard the bold steps Geoff Gallop
took as Premier in Western Australia, in standing by the evidence and decriminalizing the
personal use of certain illegal drugs. Our Commission could not hope for a better new
member from Australia, with deep knowledge of drug control in urban settings and an
understanding of state-level policy reform.”

Dr. Gallop is the first Australian member of the Global Commission on Drug Policy.

The Global Commission on Drug Policy now comprises 27 members, including 14 former
Heads of State or Government from Brazil, Chile, Colombia (2), Greece, Mauritius, Mexico,
New Zealand, Nigeria, Poland, Portugal, South Africa, Switzerland, and Timor-Leste, and
four Nobel Prize laureates.

ENDS

For further information, please contact:
Eric Grant

Communications Officer

+4179 124 1523
eric.grant@globalcommissionondrugs.org



mailto:eric.grant@globalcommissionondrugs.org

About the Global Commission on Drug Policy

The Global Commission on Drug Policy is an independent body whose purpose is to bring
to the international level an informed, evidence-based discussion about humane and
effective ways to reduce the harms caused by drugs and drug control policies to people
and societies.

The Global Commission on Drug Policy has issued nine reports since its creation in 2011.
These respectively detail the extent of the failure and damage of five decades of
prohibition and punitive measures, reveal the impact of repressive policies on health
epidemics such as HIV/AIDS and hepatitis, the inequitable access to essential pain
medication, biased perceptions surrounding drugs, the need to prioritize public health
approaches, decriminalization of drug use and proportional sentencing, the responsible
legal regulation of drugs and, ultimately, the classification of psychoactive substances.

The Commission has also published three position papers, on the opioid-fueled overdose
crisis in North America, on drug policy and the Sustainable Development Agenda, and on
deprivation of liberty.

Twitter: @globalcdp

Facebook: www.facebook.com/globalcommissionondrugs
Linkedin: www.linkedin.com/company/gcdp

Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/DrugsandDemocracy
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